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BODLEIAN GENIZA FRAGMENTS. 

I have hitherto been unwilling to publish any of these 
texts till I could supply them with a more or less adequate 
commentary. The necessary leisure, however, seems not 
likely to fall to my lot, and meanwhile the fragments, in 
an English climate, may become less legible. Now that 
the catalogue is nearly ready to be published, it seems 
advisable to print some of the texts for the use of scholars, 
rather than to wait for an opportunity of editing them 
more fully. I should not have decided to print them, but for 
the kind encouragement of Mr. Abrahams, and his willing- 
ness to receive them in this Review. I propose to publish 
the texts as opportunity offers, giving as accurate a copy 
as possible of the original, with the necessary description, 
and only the briefest comments. 

I. 

MS. Heb. f. 34, foil. 39-46. Paper, about 5i x 3! inches, 
with 18 to 20 lines in a page, in a rather cursive form of 
Rabbinical character, probably all by one hand, though 
the writing varies a good deal. 

The fragment seems to belong to a collection of letters of 
the Geonim, or of documents relating to them. The first 
part, of which the beginning is missing, is dated at the 
end Nisan i6i = [i]264, Sel. = 953 c. E., clearly the date 

vol. xviii. r> d 
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of composition. We can only conjecture the name of the 
author. He writes from Pumbeditha (fol. 41), and the tone 
of the letter suggests that he was the Gaon. If so, he can 
only have , been Aaron Gaon (b. Joseph) Sargado. The 
following table shows the connexions of his family, as 
derived from the text: — 

Suba Pumbeditha 

Zadok frn Paltoi Gaon 

1 



1 1 

Nahsh6n Gaon Moses Zemah Gaon Meshue 

r 1 

T6bh (mwi 3K) Amram 
daughter =p (Joseph?) 

1 

The writer 
(Aaron Gaon ?) 

The second part of the fragment (fol. 44 b sqq.) is the 
beginning of a letter by Samuel b. Hophni to the com- 
munity at Old Fez. In my catalogue I have ventured 
to suggest that the troubles to which it refers were due 
to the Caliph Hakim, Unfortunately the fragment breaks 
off with the rather homiletical introduction, before the 
Gaon gets to the real point of his letter, but his purpose 
may perhaps be discovered from elsewhere. In J.Q.R., 
XIV, p. 308, Mr. G. Margoliouth published a fragment (also 
from the Geniza), which seems from his description to 
belong to the same MS. as the present fragment, and is 
shown by internal evidence to be part of a letter of 
Samuel b. Hophni. The two pieces are not consecutive, 
but, whether they belong to the same letter or not, it would 
seem that Sura under Samuel b. Hophni was suffering 
from much the same financial troubles as Pumbeditha in 
953, and these may well have formed the subject of the 
present fragment. 

Perhaps other pieces of the letter may be identified 
elsewhere by means of the facsimile. 
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********** 

nnm s byi pirn u wnvd ni£ip£ nraaai ♦ dm ^aa ntnw na -painy 
p-raw p yw» prro ~ dm baanr prn nnyi aa lanta nu pima 
maa* 5 dm Danx "ok u iwt R Dxa pan Dy b prro hnan pan 
hd^ nun niD\i5 nnx nrh )bhn ppirn nph? DnDKa laman i&n'ai 
prn!? wm 'ai nay^an v-m nrn nun na* i>aanr n* Add baanr 
nao nnb aiwv u^i* ayi? no^i naa nnma p-rew p yw 
nnopoh? pnn }pni> ^^m * nnma ipm* jyoi? a^m a-onan 
| niD*>ni> n^hym nawb wni xnpnb pwin ahy dk nnx nan 
a»h? npfoym * niaitDD •o'h*? wm * ni&yaa wb pawn nnx nan Foi. 39. 
piay Kin nann nrn u jn^y jnw pbapw nioap "oni> * pan 
onraD aanava aanx mna n^x nann nx mn^p piaaa ainaa 
xta nr nan pKi nntov '* dm wrn i>« aaaina nnoiy mm 
D^prn ianx ttik ayi ywi banra lamna nnx p a^a^on 
iab nnh ww m^nh w rnin na pmb nbn ^iy dp np aanw* 
TWi nai^i? t^k * Tiw note nab nwnh itnp aipoa in* 
n^w I ia timp Din** mn px u nai&wnn nbwmz anynnb in^»& Foi. 40. 
an pvio D.TTD^ni a^oan jnv nnxs? ioana nnx n&w nnn 
oniaiTD aream avnh D^oann pnra iw nntny D»ai paanano 
bxiw •'aanaa naoi nby&a pjoi aiD Dana tnpn p jDnaoi 
■pipD •opn TTJiaw a^ai^nn an-Dnn piix naro nnx u a^Dinpn 
pnpoai pm>2 i^BKV.mpD bo nauOT Dipn D^anyon D^ann 
noann waj iv) ub)V niD^D u mj &61 nvinn^n nx nra^n DipD 
nibyb t^pat^a pnpw Dinnaoa^ '•du u nniaD p u N^aota n^D 
na vn u nnao b$ i?'b nua bxn^ pnx ^an idn iw nD-Dt^n 
^n ttniw vn I aTiy noaa Dai * na^^nn nto D^an d^dfoi. 4 ob. 
jniN D"a^ f D rm na^D hwk nxnm ^an '•du Dn^nibx^a K^aDN 
na^n ^xn '•itaba xaam xanD laanx ••du pjidi d^ni^ vn an Dai 
laanx *du Dai ani> lanai nw lannai niD^n Dnb amab mb^ bf 
vw mp^ao i^n^i in^ bf un* % a« un «im laa na^n trxn n^v 
am an nam nno anion noa iniayD^ n^ iha niobnn jd Dnb 
m$w on'-a^ nnnb^ iana^ ^bd ^vk nvwo an^ou an^n^N^ 
una •£»* ^ aai Dn^aimpb Da^aionp ni^N^ Dai * na^ D^yan^ 
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f. 34, foll. 43b~44a), dated 953 c.e. 
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DfTO-ra i>3i *aK *m Kim n^ia^ nans* aa 310 iaariK bn arj'opr 

Fol. 41. laailK 'OS&D D31 DID M^ | KW m'Wl TOD D&KD DrWa 1M 

vpiki in iTDno p«a ppna laaiiKi mono 1^ na^ e>ki pro 
dw cm^a ai by nirroiD D.TniWi idk •»?« kiw h^d 31 no 
ifcniD.i aian dbmi &abw niWD oarfc nyn n&ann -a ♦ Dn»an 
ipm ibd3 in* *d *!>d panai nid*k |n* *d fiaa tbwh n ia*a oni> 

'ai niaiyi hia oya 
mW I60 vh py pi> 310 iaaii&o no* iaarrc idd*ok> ma»i 
$f *£k w*d idi Kin nw $f p«a nun* no *D*a k^k Dainftto 
niW 1x3 }3 iroth pya ditd na« *3n nm laaiiK w *iaio 
I idipd wni *a*y iik nn«i £t p«a pis jna laaro *as& D3dipod 

Foi. 4 ib. o*amai pN3 icw D*hian d^3 hia &c> aai> nv*i naana dk> *3ipa 
Danaia rrca dw wdi niaw pn^yn D*an^> D3*naK anan 
in« ^*w ayiio nan k^k n^DD iai*i> y*an «h la^raai ni3*E>*i> 
riNi *jn3ia Dai riw i*d nwien iy^> *n* nhan ^ no^y iaK*£>a 
Dy3 ^«n n33an jprn *i* i>y nmapi nam ny3 nnaiana ib>k 
mayai « n*n*a D*apn mba iana*ioa pa 1£>k nai»«a 1niD.11 
no iai3B.ii aiKTin vnw p.iN aa3ii no npivi bbpd n:b>yai 
jnn« }3 d.t-i3k aaaii no *aa onpy i*on*i dii* Disa* .to wan 

Foi. 42. w np^rnon nw bai | Dsnah ciyb^ ^nan t^p3 naiai? did? 
^3 iapin nrh dhd m^ m^n lai? pw lay ny iansyi iawa na^a 
na^n ^na vn«y inx dnbs nx^ ianax laanmn nnia n^si iann 
}ni^3 H3Ki lain ia^ vn^ mypnpn Dai lanvana d*nw d^dbi^ 
^aa«a laaan^ai la^nypipi la^oa ioa« ia^y nay^ * niynn wwn 
n^n^a xh la^aa a^r& bi«3 lanono lanai ni^n b ^xna enp 
ia^y wy Dnni iai?an did^ wti^n ?na xh la^nus ,, 3n3 ^nhr iai> 
ninn« ia3ty n^i iani« nmpn ^331 ^^ ia^*Da ia^ \m * la^nn^D 

Foi. 42 b. nnna laiDip i^n^ '•d i?y tjw pnn liriD | nnina la^am la^mas 
n«w wi^ ^y^x na miiv 1^ 1111 pa3 iaDD tmrb vn laTiui 
D^Dii.11 jprn ^n paai niina o^poyi nnx n^oa d^ddhd 63n n^n 
hao wrbx * lana ^'•y iw nny ♦ mm jhixd iaoD iana« Dn^ 
on^ jy^Di i 1 * ^dd^ 11 DH^n^ nonoi d^xi^ riyai o^anb maa 
*nb« pa nnw nnaai nanxa o^an i^n^ ay poni> q^d, jy^Di 
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*nia« ay iwa« anao anani niinm ninam onpv? ttiuki D'owan 
>aaa dm '•naxa I '•aa^nta p» nbyn 5>ki wi nann nanaa *anarro Foi. 43. 
on oh»D pN ••mon *a nmniaK non nrh n^n nn«p n?n mnn 
anas? an wana ia«WD. "p^ nmnian Dai omnia** mpn* wi dwik 
niTDnh? nn» ntry anara am Dai iwtod am mpn wan ana» 
Ma aw mm ammom *^d i^y an now *pE> mn« vma^n lana 
mn« .mm n aron naipr nDipa moat yanK ii>nD mn -k^ an wan 
d»pd mm mnt* Nam an ami tf^nn ni>aa hidk yana iSn N*h 
i^ski pmsi? irao mn ah vnnK.jona an ami na^a nniyD b6p 
vb )b)p I yow Ty k*£k na« n^p i? »k mnoiK ia« n^to vas& Foi. 43 b. 
nana myb )by vh) p|DT» am nw an inrot lanai laa kw man 
troann pa oaaai jpdbd mn «h aao&i aaiD mm oma^y idd&> ny 
nmyDD *6w nrcnn nniyDD 5>ai« mn «h inn« "aw ann n ianai 
mn Kin vi>y Djna nw *d bi o^aw ninai jnn nnw paa two 
^an mm pna ann mna ansir no mn« anai id^ddi )b)& ■jhn 
na-nn vtb i*w mm any ihp mm mn« nw an anai p^sana 
n»pb na mnx antf na n»n an anai t^inpn •an!? panm» rwrh) 
•maa ny yrmx anao aman Dy mn« j nna *ja iai.no " n« naa Foi. 44 . 
T^bi pii>&>a ^k T»mnax mnnm 'ai ri bx 72$ yni *jyn D»pm 
na^K }yt& moi>nn p pa nawn p pa anpon p pa th^n^i 
maan jpr m i>y -pninaK vmi l^aa pvnai lamo *™ lamn n^xa 
l^ya nvmi i^td maa^ iDyD iw inw in^m pn« n6 nn^y b^j^i 
Idi^i ^ Dpn nDK nram ^y» b byi iW>d pmn i^b n^on 
y^ f nyi ni?o nva pnm Tnaiai Two pnroi ih^ddi inoani 

16n jD^a 

pnv jna ja # ^n a« B f «nn ^aan p a^ ^n ^5<n jnan bmw F0L44I). 
nDinn n^mpn nnyn bx & ^n nra n^aan *pv p nha^ na^n Nn 
n»pb n^ni nnnoon n^naa na hnaai n^^ya nn\sD.n n«wnn pK^ 
w» ba K^m n^inon nSnpn nana k^i nob «b nsr^ia *b) mv» 
nanoa namn m^npi iDiwh in^iaDi la^n^K nny «%n ni>!?aa ^Niai 

1 The three strokes look like «», but are probably not intended to 
be read. 
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rrnynn api nrann jnai nnmn oipo naB»n okb nano kni r6run 

* nbe» : na^ai oi?a osk3 napnon * nmn w\yb nap onnaDn 
moan nrKa onwi oynr Toyi onv&n a^n onmt no»i onwea 
anna inyi omns n*ajn ohik n'aa* "i ai onsnnn own nt^Ka "o 
nioivyni njn moi^ ^op^ ii ohy niann tod iaai 5^ oninsn pi 
•osik nnn ni&rD naoini nioani ^aera nioip ns^pn nirsay mom 
oa^ainp i>ah laaao hkd laaiaa la^an la^pr otk oai> w nianan 

Foi. 45. 1KB* | ii man ntw 5a yi w Dao^i noa oaawi^ oan!?ai 
onion Kn }oi " inn n»non lamnn tb\n naio b* joi iaoo p wn« 
o'oiKan ••am oanm sbii?Kn pi niy*om jwom ovnam tnnon am 
rash cam iav&K nona ianaK *a siom Toi>nni Kanm bmm 
im iaaai> nnn*»i oanyiw nw pKi o^aa^no £*ai coannD 
by\ lansy *aa ann i?yi lasmpo onn i>y wnuah uwy iani loipDD 
nianh oni? ynni> o.Tamn anrfc Bnnna iav6« !>ki iamna5> ymon 
oanKi laniK onai> ppaa vao^Di ai an mao naoan aa o.Tao nana 
ok wo oaawn oa^niaa^ n^ oa^aK pwl> Tisnh oai> a*tar6 
i>ya nynn by mia miKi &na vaah ai hnoa nhna row tk 
dthoi ii m^N oatwi ion aa vnno i>a i>y \avh norai naion 
mnoK >a aa np-rcai nona nrn ohya oik *aa nnnw *d by pjk *a 
mavoa moan nrn ohya o*ainai coiao on pK ai naa* ion o^iy 
jnw ni^m rmb jrna ny^ yon* lanwp *b i>y *jki mama noai 

Foi. 45 b. n^K mavoan am ai own yn «a | noa^ aa nw^yam ninnoan 5>a 
n^niBi jvoaa naa o^aniKi o>Toni o^pnv oa noa^ ona wnta noa^ 
ai in^i T^ 6k ^1 on>onn p>oaa amai ai ytrm ina^ pnv ^ 
nwzn ivb) nrn paym n>av * aw ntrK hk >a ^ uniK jvoaa nai 
iaa n^ n»^ 6k ph ai k>k3 >a naa^ oy nn^i noK^ ia>an 
xvrbx noioa dikd >nW> ianiK nnrm ji^aa^ o^anyD \m nn^an 
nnK '•a aa bx*\w bJ? a«n Kin ^a ii dkdh ^k ^aa " hdid aa 
noa idc inan 11 wni>K ^a o^jnv lanaKi ii iayT vb onnaK >a ia>aK 
noa OM^Kni n^«n onann nnK w aa iaa pn^ nTpya onnaK hk 
01^ n^K msoa tana* hk ia^ni»N mavoa n^nm ii Ka np n»Kn ai 

* nroo hk n»^6 ii loyo i?K^ ini^k « no &♦> nnyi aa on^ aio^ 
oa^in ^a oirn }voam :^ aioi> ovn iivd >aaK ntrK vnpn ki 
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jvwm I ii Tnn i>a m man 53 Drno:6 rosy D*jnn« -dim Pol 46. 
D*pnvn ^vn *a p|6o pwasi D^anpjn d*otj Dip»a oa^in *a *b^ot 
p T^awon i*i anum i>vun nanaa la^rcn 5a dkdvid onm dhd 
■pjn riaa djwot p nnao Da*»ynm dj*j> *a vmn ptom i\ naioa 
5a dtod^ Dvnaa d*u rwn *a •WDnn ptom ii pn n km ia*jw 
nw *a wn p*oam ii b* k Da roo^ * iron w dw? r6ao 
ppva unfirra dv6k urona *a 5a nvaten TDsrca iDy na uvfot 
*a wapn p*Dam ii nM> rnpa d? runa *]tan nm on ph *pa 
i) epaa xb) iwrc nan 5a mhi w Dntaa iny n« w6k nw 
■obw nyanaa D^atran n« wita pna* *a nw Wftn p*wm 
i^a:n D*ani> wa* oy •tawi 5a mai wi nanh ann Dm rwirjn 
niata win D'opm nntyy on n^i | itm nraai wa nanbi annaFoi. 4 6b. 
D^apon pa 5a dot errp by Drunna d*dudi froina vn >a 
on dot pmp !>y w n&>a D^awn ntai Si Dna *p*ivi> £ot* 
ph ii jppnn nnra iw D^aBwn 5a D^aiaai jrpna nvm *wk 
IiT3p n^K rumn jkv njn *niw * ax na aa nnnn jnv i^npa 
f d^b w i>y inn 11 D*annn *a now nmoi ii idbw j& mn* 
•j^y *a taa Dnai dot ot*p ^y crannan D*pn*n p*nn ja^n 
i?a £a* anna 5a Dnmya D*nnan •oot jaiam ii dim 5>a unin 
on i&raw T^aa n: 5a *pj on ibiot by *uki *m • »oy *Kon 
ii nar onw D^m oth ^a 5a dd^ oth ^ ^a ii dwik mew 
Knpon enn^Ba i^nni im n&wa iynr nni nrun on wrrv ^a sjw 

ntDiKn }b ^« D^pyv thk ••d 1 ! hp mn 

A. Cowley. 



